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THE  GARRISON  HOUSES  OF  YORK,  MAINE. 


MR.  SEW  ALL,  in  his  "  Ancient  Dominions  of  Maine,"  says  that 
the  inhabitants  of  Maine  "left  to  their  own  resources  adopted 
/  system  of  defence,  founded  on  the  structure  of  garrison  houses. 
Uiese  were  constructed  of  timber,  rectangular  in  shape,  bullet  proof 
ad  pierced  with  port-holes  from  angular  projections.  Coverts  and 
entryposts  generally  surmounted  the  corner  elevations,  which  com- 
landed  every  approach.  They  were  often  stockaded,  and  usually 
rowned  some  height  or  crested  some  land  swell  in  the  centre  of  a 
onsiderable  clearing,  so  that  environing  thickets  and  copses  of  wood 
ould  not  be  made  a  covert  to  the  prowling  savage. 

Here  the  families  of  the  hamlet,  on  hearing  the  report  of  the  alarm 
juns,  gathered  under  the  guard  of  their  fathers,  brothers,  and 
leighbors ;  the  women  often  acting  the  part  of  guardsmen  day  and 
light,  while  the  men  in  detachments  went  to  their  clearings  to  sow 
md  reap,  one  of  whom  stood  sentinel,  while  the  others  wrought,  by 
;urns,  every  man  armed.' 

Somewhere  between  1640  and  1660,  four  of  these  garrison  houses 
kvere  built  in  York,  two  of  which,  still  standing,  are  correctly  repre- 
sented in  our  engraving,*  which  was  drawn  by  the  distinguished 
artist  Frank  S.  Church,  of  New  York,  in  the  summer  of  1872. 
Mr.  N.  G.  Marshall,  of  York,  writes  me  that  the  sketches  are  ex- 
cellent ;  that  he  accompanied  Mr.  Church,  who  was  a  guest  at  his 
house,  and  pointed  out  to  him  the  localities. 

^  Sewall's  Anc.  Dora,  of  Maine ;  Maine  His.  Coll.,  v. 

2  We  are  indebted  the  Elgin  "Watch  Company  for  the  use  of  this  engraving.— [Editor 
OF  Register.] 
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York  was  early  divided  into  two  parishes,  the  seaboard  and  the 
interior.  The  latter  has  always  been  known  as,  and  is  still  called, 
Scotland  Parish,  from  having  been  principally  settled  by  Scotch 
emigrants.  Among  the  first  settlers,  were  persons  named  Maxwell, 
Meinour,  Mclntire,  Junkins,  and  Grant.  The  garrison  houses  of 
our  sketch  are  situated  in  this  parish,  and  are  owned  by  two  descend- 
ants of  the  above  named  settlers  and  representatives  of  their  name 

Williamson,  in  his  History  of  Maine,  gives  us  the  following 
count  of  the  destruction  of  Yorkin  1692,  by  the  Indians,  and  of 
importance  of  these  garrison  houses  as  means  of  defence. 

"Early  in  the  morning  of  Monday,  Feb.  5,  1692,  at  the  signal  of  a  gim 
fired,  the  town  was  furiously  assaulted  at  different  places,  by  a  body  of  two 
or  three  hundred  Indians,  led  on  and  emboldened  by  several  Canadian 
Frenchmen  ;  all  of  them  having  taken  up  their  march  thither  upon  swow 
shoes.    The  surprise  of  the  town  was  altogether  unexpected  and  amazi' 
and  consequently  the  more  fatal.    A  scene  of  most  horrid  carnage  and 
ture  instantly  ensued  ;  and  in  one  half  hour,  more  than  an  hundred 
sixty  of  the  inhabitants  were  expiring  victims,  or  trembling  suppliau 
the  feet  of  their  enraged  enemies.    The  rest  had  the  good  fortune  to  esc^e 
with  their  lives,  into  Preble's,  Harman's,  Alcock's  and  Norton's  garrisoHl 
houses,  the  best  fortifications  in  town.    Though  well  secured  within 
walls,  and  bravely  defending  themselves  against  their  assailants,  they  ^^^t 
several  times  summoned  to  surrender  :  '  Never,'  said  they,  '  never,  till^^| 
have  shed  the  last  drop  of  blood.'    About  75  of  the  people  were  kil||p| 
yet  despairing  of  conquest  or  capitulation,  the  vindictive  destroyers  set  pre 
to  nearly  all  the  unfortified  houses  on  the  northeast  side  of  the  river: 
which  with  a  large  amount  of  property  left,  besides  the  plunder  t'^ken,  wer* 
laid  in  ashes.    App'rehensive  of  being  overtaken  by  avenging  pr  they 
hastened  their  retreat  into  the  w^oods  ;  taking  with  them  as  nr  ' 
they  could  carry  away,  and,  as  Doct.  Mather  says,  'near  an  h'         i  >  i 
unhappy  people,'  prisoners.    Nay,  it  was  now  their  hard  destin^  •     ente  . 
upon  a  long  journey  amidst  a  thousand  hardships  and  sufferings,  aggra. 
by  severe  weather,  snow,  famine,  abuse,  and  every  species  of  wretchednesj*. 

"  About  one  half  of  the  inhabitants,  it  is  supposed,  were  either  slain  or 
carried  away  captive.  Mr.  Dummer  was  found,  by  some  of  his  surviv- 
ing neighbors,  fallen  dead  upon  his  face,  near  his  own  door ;  being  shot, 
as  he  was  about  starting  on  horseback  to  make  a  pastoral  visit.  ***** 
His  wife,  the  daughter  of  Edward  Rishworth,*  Esq.,  was  among  the  cap- 
tives, who  being  heart  broken,  and  exhausted  with  fatigue,  soon  sank  in 
death."  An  instance  of  Indian  gratitude  shines  brightly  out  in  the  midst 
of  the  desolation  of  their  war  path  at  York.  "  To  recompense  the  English 
for  sparing  the  lives  of  four  or  five  Indian  females,  and  their  brood  of  chil- 
dren, at  Pejipscot,  they  dismissed  some  elderly  women  and  several  children 
between  the  ages  of  three  and  seven  years,  and  returned  them  safely  to  one 
of  the  garrison  houses."*    "  One  of  these  children  was  the  afterward  famous 

'  ^  For  names  of  others  of  the  Rishworth  family  taken  captive  in  1692,  see  His.  Gen.  Regis- 
ter, vol.  xxviii.  page  160.— [Editor  of  Register.] 
*  Williamson's  His.  of  Maine,  i.  629-630. 
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